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deny my claim. If they do, I shall feel sorry for them.
They may tell you that our non-co-operation was not
wholly non-violent, that it was born of hatred. If they
give that testimony, I will not deny it. Had it been wholly
non-violent, if all the non-co-operators had been filled with
goodwill towards you, I make bold to say that you who
are India's masters would have become her pupils and,
with much greater skill than we have, perfected this
matchless weapon and met the German and Italian friends'
menace with it. Indeed the history of Europe during the
past few months would then have been written differently.
Europe would have been spared seas of innocent blood,
the rape of so many small nations, and the orgy of hatred.
This is no appeal made by a man who does not know
his business. I have been practising with scientific pre-
cision non-violence and its possibilities for an unbroken
period of over fifty years. I have applied it in every walk
of life, domestic, institutional, economic and political. I
know of no single case in which it has failed. Where it
has seemed sometimes to have failed, I have ascribed it to
my imperfections. I claim no perfection for myself. But
I do claim to be a passionate seeker after Truth, which
is but another name for God. In the course of that
search the discovery of non-violence came to me. Its
spread is my life mission. I have no interest in living
except for the prosecution of that mission.
I claim to have been a lifelong and wholly disinte-
rested friend of the British people. Whatever the ultimate
Fate of my country, my love for you remains, and
cvill remain, undiminished. My non-violence demands
universal love, and you are not a small part of it. It is that
,ove which has prompted my appeal to you. May God give
power to every word of mine. In His name I began to
tfrite this, and in His name I.close it.
Harijan, 6-7-'40